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PART I Applicability 

A. Permit Area 

This permit applies to the corporate boundaries of the City of Birmingham that are regulated 
by the Permittee and discharge to the Permittee’s Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4). 

B. Authorized Discharges 

1. This permit authorizes all existing or new storm water point source discharges to waters of the 
State of Alabama from those portions of the MS4s owned or operated by the Permittee.  
Discharge of pollutants shall be reduced to the Maximum Extent Practicable (MEP), shall not 
cause, nor contribute to, violations of Alabama Water Quality Standards, and shall be in 
compliance with Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) where applicable. 

2. This permit authorizes the following non-storm water discharges provided that they do not 
cause or contribute to a violation of water quality standards and provided that they have been 
determined not to be substantial contributor pollutants by the Permittee or the Department:  

a. Water line flushing 
b. Landscape irrigation (not consisting of treated, or untreated wastewater unless 

authorized by the Department) 
c. Diverted stream flows 
d. Uncontaminated ground water infiltration 
e. Uncontaminated pumped groundwater 
f. Discharges from potable water sources 
g. Foundation and footing drains 
h. Air conditioning drains 
i. Irrigation water (not consisting of treated, or untreated, wastewater unless authorized 

by the Department 
j. Rising ground water 
k. Springs 
l. Water from crawl space pumps 
m. Lawn watering runoff 
n. Individual residential car washing, to include charitable carwashes 
o. Residual street wash water 
p. Discharge or flows from firefighting activities (including fire hydrant flushing) 
q. Flows from riparian habitats and wetlands 
r. Dechlorinated swimming pool discharges 

 

C. Prohibited Discharges 

 
The following discharges are not authorized by this permit: 

1. Discharges that are mixed with sources of non-storm water, unless such non-storm water 
discharges are in compliance with a separate NPDES permit or where those dischargers have 
been determined not to represent significant sources of pollution, as identified by, and in 
compliance with, Part I.B.2;  

2. Discharges of materials resulting from a spill, except emergency discharges required to prevent 
imminent threat to human health or to prevent severe property damage, provided reasonable 
and prudent measures have been taken to minimize the impact of the discharges; and 














































































































