
ONE STOP PERMITTING

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE?

Once a complete submission has been received (“complete”
being defined as all of the information noted in the Application
and Review Process section of this brochure) by the Planning
staff, your request should be heard by the Birmingham
Planning Commission within 1-5 weeks or by the Project
Review Committee within 1-3 weeks.

What: Birmingham Planning Commission
Who: Michael Ward (254-7709)
When: First Wednesday of Each Month
Time: 8:30am
Where: Council Chambers, 3rd Floor City Hall

What: Project Review Committee
Who: Michael Ward (254-7709)
When: 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of Each Month
Time: 4:00pm
Where: Planning Division Conference Room 5th Floor, City

Hall

Committee Oxmoor
Steering
Committee

Zoning Board of
Adjustments

Time 8:00 am 2:00 pm

Date 1st Thursday 2nd and 4th

Thursday

Location City Council
Chamber

Contact Tim Gambrel
254-8059

Rick Frier
297-8059

Committee Subdivision
Committee

Project Review
Committee

Time 5:30 pm 4:30 pm

Date 2nd and 4th

Wednesday
2nd and 4th

Wednesday

Location City Council
Chamber

5th Floor
Conference Room

Contact Kim Speorl
254-7712

Michael Ward
254-7709

Committee Design Review
Committee

Construction
Board of Appeals

Time 7:30 am 10:00 am

Date 2nd and 4th

Wednesday
2nd Wednesday

Location 1731-1st Ave No Conference Room
215

Contact Chris Hatcher
254-2558

Darren Whitt
254-2224

Committee Planning
Commission

Zoning Advisory
Committee

Time 8:30 am 6:00 pm

Date 1st Wednesday 1st and 3rd Tuesday

Location City Council
Chamber

City Council
Chamber

Contact Michael Ward
254-7709

Katrina Scales
254-2288

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM

WILLIAM A. BELL, SR.
MAYOR

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING,
ENGINEERING AND PERMITS

www.birminghamal.gov

____________________
Andre V. Bittas, Director

BIRMINGHAM PLANNING
COMMISSION



BIRMINGHAM PLANNING COMMISSION

The Birmingham Planning Commission is the official planning
agency for the City of Birmingham. Under Title 11, Chapter 52 of
the Alabama Code as amended in 1975, its broad responsibility is
to plan for the orderly physical development and/or redevelopment
of the City, including its transportation network, community
facilities, and the arrangement of land uses. Specifically, the
Planning Commission is responsible for preparing and
maintaining, on a current basis, a Comprehensive Plan which
serves as an overall guide to coordinate private and public
development within the City.

In the course of its work, the Planning Commission acts on a
variety of different planning-related issues including:

 Reviews and approves all construction projects by federal,
state or local governments or agencies within Birmingham
including: police and fire stations, libraries, public schools or
colleges, parks, public utilities, airport facilities, etc.

 Considers appeals of Subdivision Committee decisions.

 Recommends initial zoning for properties annexed into the
City.

 Approves and adopts neighborhood improvement plans
identifying specific revitalization strategies and programs

 Approves master plans for the overall layout and
development of public institutions within the City including:
colleges, hospitals, airport, zoo, civic center, public housing
projects, etc.

 Adopts and amends various elements of the City’s
Comprehensive Plan including: land use, transportation,
housing, community facilities, economic development, etc.

 Reviews and recommends the adoption of urban renewal
and urban redevelopment plans, commercial revitalization
plans and comprehensive rezoning plans.

COORDINATING COMMITTEES

To assist it in its planning responsibilities, the Planning
Commission has delegated certain functions to several
subcommittees. Among these are the Subdivision Committee
which controls the subdivision of land and makes
recommendations to the Birmingham City Council regarding the
vacation and dedication of public rights-of-way, and the Zoning
Advisory Committee which makes recommendations to the City
Council on the merits of applications for changes in the zoning of
property. A third subcommittee, the Comprehensive Committee,
is an advisory body which reviews and makes recommendations
to the Planning Commission relative to comprehensive, long-
range planning issues. Lastly, the Project Review Committee is
responsible for the review and approval of minor public facility
improvements or projects that do not require action by the full
Planning Committee.

APPLICATION AND REVIEW PROCESS

The Birmingham Planning Commission meets on the first
Wednesday of each month at 8:30 a.m. in the City Council
Chambers on the third floor of Birmingham City Hall. Applicants
should contact the staff of the City’s Planning Division located on
the fifth floor (Room 500) to arrange a hearing by the Planning
Commission. Staff will assist in determining what materials need
to be submitted for review. While these materials will vary
depending upon the type of proposal, in general, the type of
information requested for a specific project includes: a site
development plan illustrating the location of the proposed project
in relation to surrounding properties, elevation drawings, parking
layout plan, landscape plan, floor plans, and a color rendering of
the project, if available.

In order to ensure an adequate amount of time for review by staff
and proper notification, applicants should submit a complete
package of information at least two weeks prior to the date of a
hearing by the Planning Commission. It should be noted that the
Planning Commission has adopted a policy that all projects be
presented to the appropriate neighborhood association in which a
project is located for review and input prior to consideration by the
Planning Commission. Since most neighborhood associations
only meet once a month, it is important that this requirement be
taken into consideration in scheduling a project.

Projects determined to be minor in scope may be reviewed by the
Project Review Committee rather than by the full Planning
Commission. This Committee meets as needed on the 2nd and 4th

Wednesdays of each month at 4:00pm.

MEMBERSHIP

The Birmingham Planning Commission is comprised of sixteen
(16) members. Four are ex-officio members consisting of: the
Mayor, an administrative officer selected by the Mayor, and two
members of the City Council. The remaining members consist of
residents of the City of Birmingham who are appointed by the
Birmingham City Council.

Planning Commission members have overlapping six (6) year
terms which enable the Commission to benefit from the
experience of its members while providing a degree of stability
and continuity of perspectives on long range planning issues. It is
a general policy of the City Council that the term of each member
shall be limited to two consecutive terms.

For further information about the Planning Commission, please
contact the Department of Planning, Engineering & Permits at
(205) 254-2524.


