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Reamont Park group®

The Redmont Park Ne1ghborhood As-

~sociation has filed suit in Jefferson County

Circuit Court in an attempt to prevent
consiruction of . a $40.8 million office
building and Marriott Hotel in the nexgh-
" borhood. -

" The suit asks the court to: uphold the:-
+ Birmingham Planning Commission’s

rejection of the hotel development. On
Nov. 19 the commission voted 6-5 against

a proposal by Metropolltan Properties to.
build the complex just south of 21st Street

South and the Red Mountain Expressway.
But the planning department staff re-

quested an opinion from the city. attor- .
" ney's office concermng the vahdity of one .

vote, -

Commission member Joann Kent lives
in Redmont Park and is former neighbor-
. hood association president. City attorney

James K. Bakers ‘opinion pr0mpted the

commission to discount Mrs Kent’s vote

at an earlier meeting. Without her vote
the plan would have been approved bya 5-
5 vote.

The question resurfaced, ,at the next.
planning commission meeting and the:
vote: was again 6-5 against the project.:
Mrs. Kent voted against the development .
again and neighborhood association offi-
" cials say the outcome of the latest vote in

unclear.

“The Redmont Park Neighborhood As..

soclation feels that the action of the city

was arbitrary and unprecedented in act-.
ing unilateraly to set aside the decision of
the Birmingham- Planning Commission.
We believe the decision of the planning:
~commission was right and we expect that '
it will be upheld by the courts,” neighbor--

hood president Scott Shepard said. . -
Dr. Henry N. McCarl chalrman of the

planmng commtssion, wasn’t particularly
happy about the course of events. He said
the planning commission’s decision was
valid, despite the city attorney’s opinion.

. “The planning commission reaffirmed
its decision on the second vote. There
were different -people: voting the second
time and the decision was still the same.

““If the (planning department) staff re:

. quested the city attorney’s opinion, I ques- |-
“tion whether it was appropriate for the

staff to guestion the decision of the' com-

. mission.

. The Redmont development, called
Southbridge, calls for 'a 10-story or 12-
story hote w1t.h 300 .to 500 rooms and a
275,000-square ‘foot office building of

similar height.. A Metropolitan official
says the buudmgs will be on the south side

of the slope, below the ridgeline, and will
not be seen from.zlst Avenue South, -
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